
Mezzanines
Increase Floor Space

The essential knowledge and skills required to sucessfully navigate 

the entire lifecycle of a mezzanine project.
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What is a

Mezzanine?
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mezzanine noun
mez za nine
Most commericial buildings feature high ceilings that 
can easiliy accomodate a second level. A mezzanine 
is a self-supporting raised platform or intermediate 
floor inserted between the main floors of an existing 
facility. It’s neither the ground floor nor the top floor, 
but rather a practical addition in the middle.

Mezzanine floors can be built to the exact size, 
shape,  and configuration required for your specific 
application, making them incredibly adaptable to 
different settings. Whether you need extra storage 
space, additional workspace, or a combination of 
both, mezzanines offer a flexible solution to maximize 
your square foot space.

Did you know?
Mezzanine is derived from the word 
mezzo which means ‘half’ in Italian.

Maximize
overhead

space!
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Mezzanine Advantages
5 Benefits of a Mezzanine Floor
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Optimize Space
Make the most of your available  
square footage. By adding an 
intermediate level between the 
floor and ceiling of your existing 
facility, a mezzanine utilizes the 
valuable vertical space that is 
so often overlooked. Gain up to 
40% more work space!

Economical
Far less expensive and time 
consuming than moving or 
new construction, a mezzanine 
has some major financial 
advantages. Increase capacity,  
reduce energy costs, limit 
downtime and benefit from 
accelerated tax depreciation.

Flexibility
In an ever-evolving business 
landscape, having options is 
important. Since a mezzanine 
is not part of your building’s 
permanent construction, it can 
be disassembled, moved, and 
expanded at any time to grow 
with your changing needs.

Fast Assembly
An intelligent modular design 
means nothing installs faster 
than a Cogan mezzanine. Built 
to your exact specifications, 
we work around all existing 
equipment and obstructions so 
activity beneath the structure 
can continue without disruption.

Longevity
If you’re in the market for a 
long-term relationship, a Cogan 
mezzanine is your perfect match. 
Backed by our Limited Lifetime 
Structural Warranty (see Chapter 
6), you can rest easy knowing 
that your mezzanine will stand 
the test of time. 
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Uses & Applications
The Possibilities are Endless!

Don’t think mezzanines are for warehouse storage only! Use a mezzanine to create additional space 
for an in-plant office, exercise equipment in your fitness center, extra seating in your restaurant, 
an observation platform in a museum, display aisles in your retail store, or a storage area in your 
distribution center. The possibilities are endless.

Interested in more?

Click Here

To view our Book of Ideas. 
Over 80 pages of real project 
images guaranteed to inspire!

DISTRIBUTION CENTER MEZZANINE

INDUSTRIAL CATWALK MEZZANINEEQUIPMENT PLATFORM MEZZANINE INPLANT OFFICE MEZZANINE DISTRIBUTION CENTER MEZZANINE

RESTAURANT & BAR MEZZANINE

FITNESS CENTER MEZZANINE TRAIN MAINTENANCE MEZZANINE RETAIL STORE MEZZANINE

EXHIBITION PLATFORM MEZZANINE
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https://e.issuu.com/embed.html?d=catalog-feb2018-complete-lo&u=coganwire
https://e.issuu.com/embed.html?d=book-of-ideas-custommade_eng-pages&u=coganwire
https://e.issuu.com/embed.html?d=catalog-feb2018-complete-lo&u=coganwire
https://e.issuu.com/embed.html?d=catalog-feb2018-complete-lo&u=coganwire
https://e.issuu.com/embed.html?d=catalog-feb2018-complete-lo&u=coganwire


Chapter 1: Lesson 4

Building Codes & Standards
Your Safety is our Top Priority
No matter where your project is located in North America, you can rest assured that all Cogan mezzanines are built in compliance with 
the highest safety standards and building code regulations. 

Below is a list of the regulatory bodies that govern how we design and build our mezzanines: 
What are building codes 
and why do they matter?

Building codes are the minimum design and 
construction requirements to ensure safe and 
resilient structures.

You can trust that a structure built to code 
is keeping up with the latest findings and 
advances in technology. Based on a solid 
foundation of decades of construction 
knowledge and experience, model building 
codes are updated every three years and 
incorporate new information.

These codes reduce casualties, costs and 
damage by creating stronger buildings 
designed to withstand disasters. They also 
help communities get back on their feet faster 
by minimizing indirect costs such as business 
interruptions and lost income.

Source: FEMA.gov

American Institute of 
Steel Construction 

(AISC)

American Welding
Society
(AWS)

Canadian Institute of 
Steel Construction 

(CISC)

American National 
Standards Institute 

(ANSI)

Steel Deck
Institute

(SDI)

Canadian Standards 
Association

(CSA)

American Society 
of Civil Engineering 

(ASCE)

International Code
Council
 (ICC)

Canadian Welding 
Assoication

(CWB)

American Society for 
Testing & Materials 

(ASTM)

Occupational Safety & 
Health Administration

(OSHA)

Research Council on
Structural Connections

(RCSC)

National Research 
Council of Canada 

(NRCC)

Click on any logo to visit
the association’s website.

Tip:
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https://www.aisc.org/
https://www.aws.org/
https://www.cisc-icca.ca/
https://www.ansi.org/
https://sdi.org/
https://www.csagroup.org/
https://www.asce.org/
https://www.iccsafe.org/
https://www.cwbgroup.org/
https://www.astm.org/
https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.boltcouncil.org/
https://nrc.canada.ca/en


Chapter 2: Quoting Your Mezzanine

Chapter 2

Quoting Your
Mezzanine

Meet Your Team

Requirements for a Successful Quote

New RFQ Worksheet (PDF)
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* The above email notification is for example purposes only.

Dealer Portal

Your quote is ready!

Hello Customer, 

Downloading your quote is fast and easy. Just follow these 3 simple steps: 

1. Click on the “Download Quote” button below. This will take you

to the Dealer Portal login page. 

2. Log in to the Dealer Portal with your username and password.

This will take you to the Cogan Quotes page. 

3. Go to         Quote on your project status timeline. Click to download

your Detailed Quote, Price Only, or Preliminary Approval Drawings

in PDF format.

Questions? Talk to your Cogan Sales Representative

DOWNLOAD QUOTE

Cory Roberts
RFQ Manager

800.567.2642 ext. 270
cory.roberts@cogan.com@

Bryan Broznowski
Field Manager

312.498.6339
bryanbroznowski@cogan.com@
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Amazing service starts with an incredible team. From our roster of field representatives to our RFQ 
managers and in-house estimation staff, we’ve put our best people forward to ensure your project 
is an outstanding success. Think of this like the Cogan family tree, our branches extending across 
North America, providing top notch service wherever your needs may be. 

Meet Your Team
RFQ, Estimation & Beyond

Chapter 2: Lesson 1

John Lambert
VP of Sales

800.567.2642 ext.232
john.lambert@cogan.com@

35 years of experience.
Provides sales support, product training, and new 
dealer onboarding across the USA and Canada.

Joe Lombardi
VP of Estimation

800.567.2642 ext. 228
joe.lombardi@cogan.com@

28 years of experience.
Contact for complex projects, PE stamped plans, 
and conference call services.

Bryan Broznowski
Field Manager

312.498.6339
bryanbroznowski@cogan.com@

20 years of experience.
Contact for field support, site measurements, sales 
training, and product samples.

Cory Roberts
RFQ Manager

800.567.2642 ext. 270
cory.roberts@cogan.com@

12 years of experience.
Contact for quotes, revisions, purchase orders, quality control 
issues, delivery dates and after sales services.
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Requirements for a Successful Quote
Getting Down to Details

What is the mezzanine
being used for? 

This is an important question. Knowing your 
mezzanine’s intended use will lay the framework 
(literally) for the entire project.

Application determines load capacity, which is 
the first piece of the puzzle we’ll need to establish 
the minimum structural requirements for your 
mezzanine. Other factors, such as height, column 
spacing, seismic conditions, and bracing complete 
the picture. We’ll cover those details as we delve 
deeper into this section.

First, let’s gain a better understanding of load 
capacity and the three types of design loads that 
influence it. This way, we can ensure we’re building 
a safe and sturdy structure from the ground up.

When it comes to quoting your mezzanine, every detail counts. The better we understand your project, the more accurate our estimate will be, reducing the need for multiple revisions. Let’s make sure 
we nail it the first time, so you can impress your customers and move forward with confidence. Ready to get started? 

3 Types of Design Loads

Uniformly Distributed Load (UDL) Point Load (PL) Pallet Jack Load (PJL)
A uniformly distributed load (UDL) is a force 
that is applied evenly across the entire length 
a support. 

A point load is a force that is applied to a 
concentrated point on the support, increasing 
the possibility of deflection.

A pallet jack load is a type of moving point 
load applied by the use of pallet jacks. 

Weight / Sq. Ft.

(Triple Span)

A loaded pallet will uniformly distribute its 
load because of its multiple transfer points.
e.g. 1000 lbs of material on a 3’ x 3’ pallet

= 111 PSF

UDL Capacity
calculated per sq.ft.

One Point Load 
allowed at every 
12” per width of 

joist C/C 

Machine, conveyor or racking sitting on legs 
will distribute point loads because of their 
small load transfer surface.

C/C Joist Spacing
(Triple Span)

C/C Joist Spacing
(Triple Span)

The wheels of a pallet jack will transfer point 
loads wherever it moves across the surface 
of the mezzanine.

C/C Joist Spacing
(Triple Span)

Pallet Jack Loads
Always keep a safe distance 
of 18” from another point load.

Find complete capacity tables on our website: www.cogan.com/Products/Mezzanines/Design-Load/ Tip:

#1
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The design loads placed on your 
mezzanine will determine its required 
load capacity.

To make this process easier, we’ve 
outlined the most common loading 
scenarios and examples of their 
corresponding applications. Use this 
as reference when considering the 
capacity needs for your mezzanine.   

Load Capacity#2

Live Loads vs Dead Loads
Dead loads are the permanent, non-moving 
loads that your mezzanine must support. 
Some common examples include walls, 
floors, and any permanent fixtures, such 
as heavy machinery, that are built on top 
of the mezzanine. Dead loads contribute 
to the overall weight of the mezzanine 
and play a role in determining the size and 
strength of its structural components.

Live Loads are temporary or moving loads 
that can change in weight and location 
over time. Some examples include 
people walking, furniture, shelving, stored 
materials, and in-plant vehicles. Live loads 
create additional stress and deflection on 
your mezzanine. We account for live loads 
when quoting your mezzanine to ensure 
that it can safely support these variables 
without failure.

125 PSF
1,500 lbs on a 40’ x 48’ pallet

Example: Light-duty storage and regular foot 
traffic. Meets most loading requirements.

135 PSF
75 PSF Live Load + 60 PSF Dead Load

Example: Always required for inplant offices 
and similar modular applications.

200 PSF
2,500 lbs on a 40’ x 48’ pallet

Example: Heavy-duty capacity for large 
machinery and equipment.

250 PSF
3,000 lbs on a 40’ x 48’ pallet

Example: Ultra capacity for extremely 
heavy-duty machinery or industrial equipment. 

150 PSF
2,000 lbs on a 40’ x 48’ pallet

Example: Medium-duty warehoue storage, 
such as shelving units or racking.
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